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Regional

When higher education gets put up for sale
The Renaissance took place, among other reasons, because a number of wealthy patrons, such
as the Medicis, bankrolled artists like Leonardo
da Vinci, Michelangelo and Donatello. Thanks to
their generosity we all enjoy many of the benefits
of western civilization.
Since its inception, higher education in this
country has also benefited from philanthropy.
From the time of the great industrial expansion in
the U.S. in the last part of the 19th century, great
industrialists such as Andrew Carnegie and John
D. Rockefeller fully funded universities named
after them. Many others have also had their names
associated with particular schools, professorships,
or buildings. The intent of those donors was – for
the most part – to support higher education without imposing a particular ideological slant.
However, in recent years, we have seen a new
wave of funding in higher education where the
motives seem to be much more ideological while
attempting to exert a direct influence on the dayto-day operations of those institutions.
After the famous picture accompanying this
article became widely publicized worldwide,
alarmed conservatives such as John Olin, a multimillionaire and a former trustee of his alma mater,
Cornell University, directed his foundation to act
aggressively at Ivy League schools to promote
conservative ideas on their campuses. His basic
strategy – soon mimicked by other conservative
donors – was to fund a conservative movement
on campuses by supporting scholars with a conservative ideology and by creating conservative
“beachheads” at those institutions.
The expectation was that a number of programs
would be created in those institutions that would
counter the movement of ethnic- or environmental-based ones seen a portraying “liberal” ideals,
even Marxist ones. The programs would not be
named specifically after a particular person or
creed that could unmask their real ideological
aim. As detailed by Jane Mayer in her recent
book “Dark Money,” most of these “beachheads”
were established at law and economics schools,
such as those at Harvard, Yale, The University of
Chicago, Columbia, Cornell, Georgetown and the
University of Virginia. And their strategy worked.
As they expected, many of the graduates from
these programs went on to occupy positions in
academia and in government furthering conservative ideals.
Since the 1980s the conservative movement
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started a much more aggressive approach by
funding programs and institutes on campuses.
They became bolder in their aims, going as far as
supporting ideas such as that slavery was actually consensual, that the real slavery was created
by unions, that the doctrine of supply-side tax
cuts for the rich was beneficial for the economy
and that taxes were actually “theft” to support
“immoral” welfare. George Mason University, in
Fairfax, Va., (which just renamed its law school
after the late Justice Antonin Scalia) became a
hotbed for those ideas. Many of the initiatives
supporting such ideas were funded directly or
indirectly by the Koch brothers and other conservative advocates.
Of course, the more money conservative donors
have poured into these institutions, the more control they have exerted over them. In some cases
these donors go so far as to dictate the content of
courses, no matter how unsubstantiated some of
the information they want passed on to students
is. They are also having a direct input on faculty
hires. Needless to say this has created a very bad
environment in academia because many, particularly faculty, feel that the names of their institutions and their mission to educate students in an
open and transparent manner is being betrayed.
This funding has flouted the principles that
have been in place to ensure freedom of thought
and innovation since universities were founded
in medieval Europe. One such principle is that
faculty decide on matters of curriculum and in the
selection of who will be hired as their colleagues.
It is true that this system does not always work as
it should. After all, we are all humans and make
mistakes, but the problem that we are facing now
is that the system is being subverted by money
backing ideological agendas.
Historically nobody saw anything wrong with
naming professorships, endowed chairs, even a
whole school after a major donor. Most institutions of higher education have specific policies
that require a minimum donation for naming
rights, as well an understanding that the academic freedom of choosing the person for the named
position, as well as what is taught, is up to the
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This picture ignited the the conservative movement to establish beachheads in academia. On April
19, 1969, members of the Afro-American Society (AAS) occupied Willard Straight Hall at Cornell
University to protest perceived racism and a poor black studies program. The photo of the students
marching out of the Straight Hall carrying rifles and shotguns and wearing bandoliers made the
national news and won a Pulitzer Prize for AP photographer Steve Starr.
college or university, not the donor.
In many ways the violations of these principles
have been the result of the thirst for money and
prestige by administrators who feel compelled to
take cash from dubious sources. By doing so they
can claim they are responding to the financial
needs of the institution while touting their fundraising abilities.
The problem here is a lack of integrity. Institutions
of higher education are supposed to be teaching
ethics and moral principles besides the contents
of subjects, not providing their own bad examples.
But the issue is not just an ethical one, but also a

SANTA
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It nearly caused Simonds to dump all four
onto the floor, and when he returned home
he told his wife, Sue, that he would either
start growing a beard or give up the Santa
bit.
The beard begins on Sept. 1.
Last year when an attorney asked if he
would bring the Santa routine to the men’s
homeless shelter operating in the basement of Sts. Peter & Paul Catholic Church,
in the Soulard neighborhood of St. Louis,
he jumped at the chance. Sue joined him,
dressed as Mrs. Claus. Volunteers fed the
men a meal, and visitors wished them a
Merry Christmas.
“You could tell these people were so appreciative of this program,” he says. “They were
so well behaved. And these were people who
had been living on the street. This was the
first time they ever had a Santa Claus for
their Christmas.”
One time at Christmas, a little girl told
Simonds that her dog had been run over.
Thinking quickly, he told her that her dog
was in Heaven.
Her dog loved her very much and would
have wanted her to get another dog, Simonds
recalls telling her, adding “I know that put
mom and dad on the spot.”
Several children have told him that all
they wanted for Christmas was to have their
parents stop fighting. “That really touches
your heartstrings,’ he said.
However strange the request, Simonds
says he has tried to answer it with the kind-
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A photo, signed by some of the children he has met, of Jim Simonds in
his Santa Claus costume.
est response he can think of at the time. Not
that it always works out.
There was the time when a 93-year-old
woman told him that all she wanted was
to die, and Simonds responded with a gently admonition. Everyone loves you, he
said, and all your friends want you to stick
around.
“All my friends are dead!” she said.

And that, of course, was true, he is quick
to acknowledge now.
“I told her ‘You just need to make some
new friends.”
Simonds was hired on as a bailiff in
September of 1990. His desk was up on
the third floor of the Madison County
Courthouse, between a court reporter’s
office and Matoesians’ chambers. On those

practical one. Universities that sell their parts for a
little bit of money are risking that supporting certain ideas, such as tax cuts for the rich, will in turn
result in misguided public policies that will hurt
those same institutions, including fewer tax dollars
to support their endeavors.
It also means losing one of the main tools they
have to attract good students and faculty: prestige.
Dr. Aldemaro Romero Jr. is a writer and college professor with leadership experience in higher education.
He can be contacted through his website at: http://
www.aromerojr.net

days when jurors were trundled over to
the courtroom for jury selection – followed
by a jury trial – Simonds acted something
like a shepherd until they reached a verdict.
During dead times in the trial – and there
were often many – Simonds would sometimes regale them with courthouse tales
from the past. Like the time, about 20 years
ago, when Simonds walked over to visit fellow bailiff Jerry Lipchik and spied the miniature wooden plane on his desk. Lipchik told
him that a retired Highland man of about
80 had dropped it off for him that morning.
“My wife told me to get out of the house and
build something,” the man told Lipchik. “I
guess he was under foot, Simonds said. “So
the guy went out to the garage and decided
to build Jerry a plane because he was so nice
during jury duty.”
Lipchik wound up giving the plane to
Simonds, and the man made another one
for Lipchik. “It just struck me as a great testament to Jerry that a man would think so
much of him to do that. It just proved that
Jerry was going out of his way to be a good
host to these people on jury duty.”
Simonds treasures the plane to this day.
It had been atop the mini fridge behind his
desk and on his last day at the courthouse
– on March 31 - he took the plane with him.
Jim and Sue Simonds lost their 12-year son
shortly before Jim became a bailiff. The couple decided to go through training together
in order to become bereavement counselors.
They ran workshops to help other people
deal with the loss of a loved one. “Everyone’s
like a snowflake, and it affects everybody in
different ways,” he says.
The sessions were rewarding but emotionally exhausting, he says. Still, Jim and Sue
stuck with it for nine years, nearly twice as

long as the typical bereavement counselor
lasts.
During his 25 years as a bailiff, Simonds
became a Cub Scout pack leader in Bethalto.
Then, for 11 years, he helped lead a Boy
Scout troop. In all, he helped 384 boys obtain
their Law Merit Badge. His son Joe was the
first one through.
Among the tasks required of them was to
talk to five officials about their experience
with the law. Simonds lined up judges,
prosecutors and public defenders for them
to talk to, and he organized mock trials for
them at the courthouse. One year he wrote
the script for a mock trial about a kid losing
his bicycle, taking pains to rhyme the names.
“He’s always had a soft spot in his heart
for kids. He enjoyed seeing that kind of wonderment in their eyes when he gave tours,”
says one of his sons, Chris Simonds.
Still, his legacy with the general public is
bound to be his work as a bailiff. Asked what
he thought made him a good bailiff, he said:
“I love people.”
His working career began at the age of 11
when he got his first newspaper route. Later
he worked for a couple of years at a funeral
home. He was also the store manager for
the McDonald’s restaurant on Troy Road in
Edwardsville. He also oversaw several car
washes in the St. Louis area.
But it was his experience trying to collect
money from his paper route customers that
may have laid the foundation for his career
at the courthouse.
“These ladies would have to tell me what
their cat did that week, and I’d have to sit
there for a half an hour and listen to them in
order to get 40 cents out of them,” he says.
“But this was important to them, and I knew
that.”
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Poetry Out Loud
Area high school students recently took part in the Poetry Out Loud competition held at the Southwestern Illinois College
Belleville Campus. The students memorized and recited selected poems, with the winners moving on to the state, and possibly national competition. Pictured at the event are, front row, from left, Therese Beabout of Gibault Catholic High School; Tyler
Figueroa of Sparta High School; Ali Mefford of Edwardsville High School; Molly Adams, of Freeburg High School; and Brooke
Kordys of Sparta High School; back row, from left, SWIC Vice President for Student Development Staci Clayborne; Sarah
Landsberger of Gibault High School; Jessica Erwin of Freeburg High School; Madelyn Foster of Edwardsville High School; and
SWIC Coordinator of College Activities and Theatre Operations.

She also earned a reputation as an
independent thinker, someone who
bucked partisan politics and ran her
office in a non-partisan, no-nonsense
manner.
Chief Judge David Hylla described
Bowles as “truly a renaissance woman.”
“She had it all, political dynamo, charm
and grace, golfer and performer!
I will never forget her renditions of
‘Democrats, Democrats' sung to the
melody of Ja DA! They broke the mold
when they made her.!”
State Sen. Bill Haine said: “Evelyn
was a great lady. She exemplified a
devotion to honest and competent public service. God Rest her soul.”
Madison County Coroner Steve
Nonn recalled that the first time he met
Bowles was to seek her advice when
he was considering a run for coroner
in 2000. “She was so straightforward
with her counsel: ‘Don’t ever forget
why you are in public service for as
soon as you do your supporters will
forget why they voted for you. Always
remain being the person they voted for.
In politics it can be hard to stay humble
and avoid becoming cynical. Don’t fall
into that ego trap and you will do well
for yourself and your constituents.”
Madison County State’s Attorney
Tom Gibbons said” “Very sad. Evelyn
was a true public servant and will be
greatly missed.”
In 1979, Bowles received theAlice Paul
Award from the Alton-Edwardsville

chapter of NOW. In 1984, she received
the Girl Scouts Service Award. She was
recognized among the outstanding
Working Women of Illinois, presented
by the Illinois Federation of Business
and Professional Women in 1986.
The following year she received the
Social Security Administration Service
Award. That same year she received
the Paul Harris Fellow by Rotary Clubs
International. The Madison County Bar
Association gave her the Liberty Bell
Award in 1989, and Bowles went on to
receive the 1990 Athena Award from
the Edwardsville and Glen Carbon
Chamber of Commerce. She also
received the Women of Achievement
Award for individuals in public service,
an honor bestowed by the Suburban
Journals and KMOX radio.
During her days in the state senate,
Bowles passed legislation increasing
penalties for those desecrating grave
markers in Illinois cemeteries. The
legislation also ensures that cemetery
funds are used for their intended purpose – the perpetual care of grave sites.
She worked behind the scenes with
Comptroller Dan Hynes to promote
the Cemetery Care Hotline (1-877-2033401) which consumers call to report
problems they might encounter with a
cemetery owner.
Bowles retired in 2002. She established a scholarship at SIUE, aimed at
helping future public servants. Bowles
also contributed to or participated in
fundraising events for the women’s
golf team as well as the men’s and
women’s basketball teams. She also
regularly participated in seminars and
educational activities conducted at
SIUE.

